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Peterborough-based children’s charity Embrace Child Victims of Crime has launched its annual ‘Dear Santa’ campaign

Help a young
victim of crime

By Adam Barker
adam.barker@nationalworld.com
Twitter:@PTAdamBarker

A Peterborough-based chil-
dren’s charity has launched
its annual Christmas cam-
paign to provide gifts for
childrenlivinginlowincome
families whose lives have
been devastated by crime.

Embrace Child Victims
of Crime (Embrace CVoC),
which is based in Copse
Court, Thorpe Wood, Peter-
borough is the only national
charitywhich dedicatesallits
time to supporting children,
young people and families
who have been victims and
witnesses of serious crime.

Dear Santa is Embrace
CVoC’s annual Christmas ap-
peal to provide gifts of choice
for these children to give
them a reason to smile on
Christmas Day.

The Peterborough Tele-
graph has adopted Dear San-
taasour Christmascampaign
for the past two years.

Last year, thanks to the
generosity of ourreadersand
thecharity’ssupporters,1,463
children and young peoplere-
ceived at least one present to
open on Christmas Day.

Thechildren’scharity said

itis more important than ev-
er that people support ‘Dear
Santa’thisyear because ofthe
huge impact the rising cost
of living crisis is expected to
have on families this winter.

Anne Campbell, chief ex-
ecutive of Embrace Child
Victims of Crime, said:
“Christmas should be a mag-
ical time of year for families
but with the cost of living cri-
sisweknowmany familiesare
worrying how they are going
to afford to buy gifts for their
children thisyear.

“We work with families
who are often doubly disad-
vantaged - their lives have
beentorn apart by crime and
because of what’s happened
theyfind themselveslivingin
poverty.

“Dear Santa aims to bring
the magic of Christmas into
theirlives by makinga Christ-
maswish come true for some
of the most vulnerable chil-
dren in our communities.

"These children come to
us having suffered harrowing
experiences they are strug-
glingto comprehend. We give
them the support they need.

"We urge you to give gen-
erously and help us spread
smiles thisyear.”

Each child referred to
Dear Santais asked tochoose

one gift up to the value of £35
that they would like toreceive
this Christmas.

Thesegiftsarethen posted
on Embrace CVoC'’s website
for supporters to buy - mak-
ing a child’s Christmas wish
cometrue.

Tobuyagift visit www.em-
bracecvoc.org.uk/dear-san-
ta-2022.

You can also donate any
amount to the appeal at htt-
ps://justgiving.com/cam-
paign/DearSanta2022

If you are a business
who would like to support
Dear Santa 2022 please con-
tact Emma.Fleming@em-
bracecvoc.org.uk.
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Dear Santa provides gifts for young crime survivors
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Embrace Child Victims
of Crime supports young
victims and witnesses of all
crimes with particular ex-
pertiseinhelping families af-
fected by all forms of abuse,
violence and exploitation.

In 2021/22 the charity
supported 3,738 children
and families — almost a third
more than the previous year.
Aswell as emotional support
and counselling, Embrace
CVoC also provided £147,200
of practical support includ-
ing food and clothing vouch-
ers, toys, book, short breaks
and days out. Find out more
atwww.embracecvoc.org.uk.
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5 DAYS
£251

COACH TOUR
TO SCOTLAND

LOCH AWE HOTEL
ARGYLL

TripAdvisor
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THURSDAY 2'° FEBRUARY

WINTER - 4 nights half board
WARMER . ;
TOUR INCLUDES; ~ Xcursions

- Nightly entertainment

- Luxury coach travel

PICK UP FROM: Royston, Melbourn, Harston,
Cambridge, Cambridge Services, Hemingford Grey,
St Ives, Huntingdon, Peterborough
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